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Policy for Science

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmselect/cmeduski/285/285ii.pdf 

Portcullis House

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmselect/cmeduski/285/285ii.pdf


Members: Paul Allen, Huw Beynon, Simon Bradley, Kevin Bygate, 

Bridget Emmett, Sir Martin Evans FRS, Chris Gaskell CBE, Sian Hope OBE, 

Jim Houlihan,  David John Jeans CBE, Tavi Murray CBE, 

Ole H Petersen CBE FRS, Chris Pollock CBE, Wendy Sadler MBE, 

Sir John Meurig Thomas FRS, Ken Walters FRS, Sir Robin Williams CBE FRS

Inaugural Meeting of the Science Advisory Council for Wales (SACW) 2010

Carwyn Jones 

First Minister, Wales

John Harris

Chair, SACW

Policy for Science



Edwina Hart MBE

(Minister for 

Business, 

Enterprise, 

Technology & 

Science, Welsh 

Government, 

2011-2016

Ser Cymru (Star Wales)

This programme (£100 million 

investment from Welsh Government, 

HEFCW, EC Horizon 2020) has 

supported:

•12 research chairs

•11 rising stars

•115 research fellowships

•340 PhD studentships

The programme has generated more 

than £180 million in research grant 

income. It has increased Wales' 

research outputs, efficiency and impact.



European Commission, Berlaymont, Brussels, 30th January 2017

Director General

Robert-Jan

Smits MAE 

Commissioner 

Carlos Moedas

First Meeting of the Group of Chief Scientific Advisers with the SAPEA Board 

The European Commission’s Scientific Advice Mechanism provides independent 

science advice to European Commissioners to inform their decision-making

Sir Paul Nurse FRS MAE

Nobel Prize 2001

Pearl Dykstra MAE

Ole Petersen 

CBE FRS ML MAE

Rolf-Dieter

Heuer ML MAE

Scientific Advice Mechanism
to the European Commission https://scientificadvice.eu 

(Science Advice for Policy 

by European Academies)

https://scientificadvice.eu/


About SAPEA

SAPEA 

consortium 

of academy 

networks

• Brings together around 110 national 

academies from across Europe

• Offers outstanding expertise from natural 

sciences, engineering and technology, 

medical, health, agricultural and social 

sciences, and the humanities

• Provides independent evidence 

reviews on request

• Informs the Scientific Advisors’ policy 

recommendations

YASAS



The Royal Society (London)

The German National Academy of 

Sciences Leopoldina (Halle)

The Hungarian Academy 

of Sciences (Budapest)

Royal Danish Academy of 

Sciences & Letters (Copenhagen)

Some of the great National Academies of Europe 
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Albert Einstein ForMemRS 

by Max Liebermann

(Royal Society Collection)



Academia Europaea

Foundation Meeting: Cambridge 1988 

Marie-Lise Chanin

Member No. 47

Sir Arnold Burgen

Member No. 1
Ole Petersen

Member No. 20



Professor Jean-Pierre BOURGUIGNON MAE

(President of the European Research Council):

"The creation of the Academia Europaea was a 

concrete recognition by scientists of all 

disciplines that Europe is a natural scene where 

they have a role to play. Its success, attested by 

the high level events it organises and its role in 

gathering expertise to advise the European 

Commission, confirms the rightfulness of this 

vision."
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Sir Arnold Burgen FRS MAE

Inaugural AE President



• Founded in 1988

• Now has more than 5000 

members, including more 

than 80 Nobel laureates 

• Members are leading 

scientists and scholars, 

elected by their peers

• Operates through a 

network of hubs across 

Europe, including Cardiff

Academia Europaea  (The Academy of Europe)
https://aecardiffknowledgehub.wales/ 

30th Anniversary of Academia Europaea, 

The Royal Society London 2018
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Ole

Petersen
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AE has a key role in:
Academia Europaea

https://aecardiffknowledgehub.wales/


Interfacing between science and policy

Scientific 

community

European 

Commission
Group of 

Chief 

Scientific 

Advisors

SAPEA 

consortium 

of academy 

networks

SAM 

secretariat

Directorates-

General

DG Research 

& Innovation

Joint 

Research 

Centre

Scientific 

experts in the 

field

European 

scientific 

academies

College of 

Commissioners





SAPEA Evidence Review Reports



SAPEA Evidence Review Reports



Relevance

Excellence

Transparency

Independence

Diversity

Clarity

Ethics



European Commission Brussels (Berlaymont Building) 

Friday 11th January 2019

Handover of SAPEA Microplastics Evidence Review Report 

to European Commission



Hamburg, October 2017: One of several ‘outreach’ 

events in connection with ‘Food from the Oceans’
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